2026
SUMMER |
EDITION

THE DISTRICT TEA




read @ the promenade

love at first sight

how are
the Kidg?

i i b =
_) < (S
D e Y
\ ‘#_, = :
LA~
iy

“'m B B _ '...

ApAA

~

%

- i amy
—= §F T AT T T T AT
% L ST

TS TR 5

- DEARREADER: o - mp e

|

e =—_ Summer 2026, it’s going to be hot. And if you haven’t heard, the World Cup is coming. '
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Whether you call it soccer or futbol, or even if you’ve never seen the game played, it'sgoingto
consume the city. Whether you believe New York is the Sao Paulo of America, Dakar of
America, or Zagreb of America, or like former Mayor Adams all of the above, New York is
indisputably the best city in America to experience the World Cup. While the game will occur

on the other side of the Hudson, the real fun will come from finding your pocket to cheeron

teams from around the world that are also right at home here.

In Meatpacking, we’ve got places to watch and cheer (or cry), events and programs planned
to give you something to do between the games, and enough to stay busy if you’re one of
those people who doesn’t — gasp — watch them. Secure one of our Summer of Soccer
Passports and plan your multiple visits. Bring friends. Grab a spritz, catch the sunset. Work
from the Plaza or the Promenade. Go shopping. Eat food from a country who is playing a
game — which you can easily find at Chelsea Market. -

As the games crescendo, on July 4th the country will have made it 250 years since its founding.
Celebrations will ensue in all manner of red, white, and blue. Fireworks are on the East River,
but BBQ, beer, and a little patriotic spirit is good everywhere.

Throughout the summer, we’re hosting three distinct, sports-themed pieces of public art. Leo
Villareal’s “Buckeyball,” an illuminated steel sphere, will anchor 14th Street Square. Slightly
west, we’llunveil “The Runner,” by Tomokazu Matsuyamain the Promenade. Andin Gansevoort
Landing, one of 23 soccer ball-inspired pieces of art commissioned specifically for the World
Cup will be on display. The piece here was curated by The Whithey Museum and is by
renowned multimedia artist, Leo Castaneda.

This edition of the Tea is ripe with personality, art, and a lot of District insider intel. Summer
Goals, our new Open Streets program, kicks off the season and we carry through to our open
streets program, Vibes on Little West 12th, in August. West Side Fest returns the second
weekend in July, and we’ve got the Roy Lichtenstein show at the Whitney opening in September
to kick off the fall art season. 7 Gt s

We've welcomed a slew of new tenants since our last issue, and we’re expecting a splash of
new retailers and restaurants to open later this year, too. Enjoy it and let us know what you
think. Feel free to DM us at @meatpackingNY or via email at hello@meatpacking-district.
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Here’s to the teams playing the world’s sport in the city that makes the world tick. See you on
the field.

Cheers,

Jeffrey LeFrancois
Executive Director




Name: Vance Lawson,
Supervisor

Hometown: New Jersey
Working Since: 18 years
Fav Sports Team: | like all
sports.

Name: William “Will” Griggs
Hometown: The “Boogie
Down” Bronx

Working Since: 15 years
Summer Goal: Take better
care of myself and my family.
Fav Sports Team: | like the
Knicks, feel like they’re
gonna make the playoffs.

Name: Kevin Cromer,
Assistant Supervisor
Hometown: Jamaica,
Queens, NY

Working Since: 12 years
Summer Goal: Fun time,
playing sports, like handball.
Fav Sports Team: New
England Patriots.

Name: Silvia Rodriguez
Hometown: New Jersey
Working Since: 3 years
Summer Goal: Just be more
mindful and do my best every
day.

Fav Sports Team: Not a
sports team, but | have a
favorite singer, Alicia Keys.

- MEET MEATPACKING

The Meatpacking District is a neighborhood like no other: a
fusion of grit and glam, where old New York meets the frenetic
pace of the 21st Century. It has a magnetic appeal. Nestled into
the western corner of Lower Manhattan, before the chic
boutiques and upscale bars, it was home to industrial
slaughterhouses, public markets, and a bustling working
waterfront. Its evolution has been layered, giving the district a
rich, interesting, yet — often contradictory charm. And while we
have the best guides for whichever journey you choose in the
Meatpacking District, a curious wander might be the best way to
experience it. Day and night, the cobblestone streets are alive
with culture. You’re bound to stumble onto something delicious,
stylish, thought-provoking, and very likely — all of the above.

Name: Larry Sweeney,
Associate Supervisor
Hometown: Brooklyn
Working Since: 7 or 8 years
Summer Goal: Help keep
Meatpacking clean! That’s
my goal, like always.

BRI

Name: Teressa Davis
Hometown: New York
Working Since: 2 years

Fav Sports Team: No, not
really. (MTPK: Do you have a
favorite singer?) No, | like all
types of music, so | don’t
really have a favorite singer.

Name: Louis Robinson
Hometown: The Bronx
Working Since: 13 years
Summer Goal: Just enjoy it,
the neighborhood, meeting
people, just doing what | do.
Fav Sports Team: Knicks.

Name: Richard Muir
Hometown: Harlem, NY
Working Since: 3 years
Summer Goal: Hopefully, I'll
be able to see the Knicks
play in the playoffs.

Fav Sports Team: Let’s go
Knicks!

Name: Derek Jiminez
Hometown: Raleigh, NC
Working Since: 4 years
Summer Goal: Keep hope
alive.

Fav Sports Team: I’'m not
really into sports. | like
playing the guitar.

Name: Virginia Davis
Hometown: Newark, New
Jersey

Working Since: 3 years
Summer Goal: To maintain
the Meatpacking District.
Fav singer or artist?: I'm
not into R&B. I'm into gospel,
John P.K.

GAME DAY SNACKS AROUND
THE WORLD FROM CMB
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The team at Chelsea Market Baskets (CMB) knows their snacks. They shared a
selection of shelf-stable, easily toteable, specialty foods perfect for picnic season
or game day:

SHORTBREAD HOUSE OF EDINBURGH - Cello packs of shortbread available in

a variety of flavors including the popular, particularly British Stem Ginger variety,
which contains chunks of Australian ginger along with ground ginger.

PEA GREEN BOAT - Also from Scotland, these Cheese Sables are rich little biscuits
flavored with mature cheddar and Parmigiano Reggiano. The high percentage of
cheese in the recipe is one of the reasons they taste so good, especially with wine

or beer.

BREWER FOODS - Pretzel Flatbreads are sesame flatbreads made with flavorful
and nutritious spent brewer grains leftover from the craft beer-making process. This
pretzel version has added crunch and deep flavor and is perfect for dips and cheese.

SUPERBON - From Madrid, Jalapeno is their newest variety in the Superbon line of
chips. In addition to the spicy jalapefo, you’ll detect notes of sweet bell pepper, too.

CLAUDIO’S COOKIES - Baked in Brooklyn, the lemon cookies taste like summer in
the park and happen to be gluten-free.

And before you ask, yes, they also have additional picnic essentials that are sold
year-round, such as these perennially popular bright cotton throws perfect for
lounging in the park (or on the couch), fitted picnic baskets, woven totes, and
lightweight cotton shoppers. This generously-sized, officially licensed MTA version
proudly features the neighborhood’s transit lines and their home base, Chelsea
Market.

Chelsea Market Baskets is located at 75 9th Ave, in Chelsea Market.




Zadig & Voltaire
831 Washington St.

AllSaints
402 West 13th St.

Golden Goose
812 Washington St.

Sandro
405 West 13th St.

Zadig & Voltaire
831 Washington St.




STYLE
S

SCORE

A summer of soccer is coming to New York this season, and it’s
time to get fitted up for a summer of games, screenings, and all-
around celebration! Even though athleticwear doesn’t typically
spark visions of high fashion, we here at Meatpacking believe that
a little bit of glam can be infused into anything, even sweaty
summer game-day outfits. We’ve rounded up some of our favorite
sports-inspired pieces from brands around the neighborhood that
will help you effortlessly travel from the pitch to the afterparty.

ANINE BING
807 Washington St.

ELEVATED CLASSICS

The soccer fan uniform - a polo jersey, a baggy
denim bottom, and a sporty shoe - IS so popular
that a whole trend was named after it - Blokcore.
The polo jersey is really the glue of the whole
look... Frame offers a stripped-down white polo
that will instantly become a closet staple, or
check out Vince’s button-down cropped version
for more styling options. When it gets chillier at
night, throw on ANINE BING’S collegiate-style
hoodie for warmth while staying true to that
sporty aesthetic.

Sandro
405 West 13th St.

ACCESSORIES

Finish off your perfect summer gameday look with accessories like this
small leather crossbody bag from Sandro, an elevated version of the belt
bag that soccer fans especially seem to love, or with these Pucci aviators
from two : minds that are a chic way to incorporate some much-needed

sun protection into your look.

VINTAGE SPORTSWEAR

The Y2K and 90s-inspired vintage sportswear
trend has been slowly gaining traction since the
beginning of the year, and it might just be the
look of the summer with the World Cup bringing
sports to the cultural forefront again. Track pants
get transformed into elegant trousers with alice +
olivia, while lululemon and Gucci offer variants of
the track jacket style. Or, go for an archival
fashion reference, with the Bisu top from Lili the
First that is highly reminiscent of the 2000s
Prada Sport collections (which have since
defined the way we now think of athleisure). If
your idea of “vintage” falls a little farther back in
time, YSL's short shorts in wool and mohair or
Zadig & Voltaire’s striped tank top recall that
iconic 80s look.

Zimmermann
652 Hudson St.

REFEREE

Golden Goose
812 Washington St.

SHOE STYLING

No soccer look is complete without a good shoe,
but the real secret is in the shoe styling. Step out
and show up for your team with Golden Goose’s
customizable shoelaces available in a variety of
colors, patterns, and textures, and pair with a fun
sock from Marni to ensure that your look is
always winning, even if your team isn’t.

Bonus item! Do you find yourself disagreeing with every call the referee
makes? Are you feeling a strong desire to go down into the pitch yourself to
keep those players in order? Take matters into your own hands and sneak
your way onto the pitch with this striped top from Zimmermann that’ll
ensure you’re the most striking ref out there.



We practically celebrate in the office when Feast On Us announces the return of the
drink of the season: Hibiscus Lemonade. Sweet, refreshing, and as pretty as it is
delicious, it’s the ultimate summer sip. If you haven’t had a chance to grab one yet,
consider this your sign: head over ASAP.

Feast On Us is located at 645 Hudson St.

IT’S SPORTS, ILLUSTRATED!

This summer is all about goals, so we asked
one of our Summer Goals partners to design
badges inspired by activities you can do in
Meatpacking. Cut them out and tape them
onto your journal or maybe just turn your
desk into a mini soccer pitch.

Jaclyn McKay is a designer, artist and educator
working across many mediums - from
interaction design to illustration, animation,
and now drawing puzzles by hand. She’s been
working in the Meatpacking District for years
and is always inspired by the vibrant history
and culture in the neighborhood. You can
follow her latest projects at @jaclynsthings
on Instagram or at jaclynmckay.com.
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SAY HELLO TO K’AB JUUN

A new gallery of contemporary Mexican design arrived in the
neighborhood last year. Stop by to explore handcrafted furniture,
lighting, art, and objects — all made in Mexico. The space is
designed to feel intimate and layered, and meant to be
experienced slowly. Founded by llana Goldberg, we chatted with
her about this one-of-a-kind space in Meatpacking.

K’ab Juun is the first showroom in New York City fully dedicated to
showcasing Mexican design. How would you characterize the current
landscape of contemporary Mexican design, and what are some
aspects of it that you think everyone should know about?

Contemporary Mexican design is incredibly rich and multifaceted; it exists
at a unique intersection of deep-rooted tradition and bold experimentation.
What makes it so powerful is that it’s not disconnected from its past; on the
contrary, it actively builds upon it. Many of today’s most compelling
designers work in close collaboration with artisans, reinterpreting ancestral
techniques through a contemporary lens.

I think what people should really understand is the level of rigor behind it.
It's not just “craft” in a decorative sense; it's conceptual, material-driven,
and often deeply intellectual. There’s a strong narrative embedded in each
piece, whether it’s about identity, territory, or process. For a long time,
Mexican design has been underrepresented in the global conversation,
and what we’re seeing now is a very exciting moment where it’s finally
being recognized for what it truly is: a sophisticated and essential voice
within contemporary design. And | couldn’t be more excited and grateful to
be part of this conversation and to help bring it to New York and to the
world.

How has your (llana Goldberg’s) interior design background
influenced the design of the gallery space — from the archways to the
clay flooring — and how does it influence your curatorial ethos?

My background in interior design is very present, both in the architecture of
the space and in the way | curate. | don’t see the gallery as a white box; |
see it as an environment that holds and elevates the objects. Elements like
the archways or the clay flooring are not decorative decisions; they’re
about creating atmosphere, texture, and a sense of grounding. | wanted
the space to feel warm, tactile, and intimate, closer to a lived-in
environment than to a traditional gallery.

At the same time, it was very important to me that the space made the
artists and their work feel worthy of representing Mexico in a place as
significant as the Meatpacking District. The expectations were high, and |
felt a strong responsibility, not only to showcase Mexico, butto dosoina
way that could stand confidently within New York City. This project is not
just about Mexico; it’s also about NYC, and my deep gratitude to this city.

To achieve this vision of truly immersing Mexican design into New York, |
collaborated with a local architect, Jesus Aguilar of Studio Ater, the best!
Together, we designed a space that bridges both contexts. The result feels
aligned with the standards of New York while remaining deeply rooted in
Mexican identity. It has been incredibly rewarding to see how this has
resonated; the artists feel proud and well represented, and we’ve already
had many more designers wanting to join the collection, drawn not only to
the project but to the space and the team behind it. That same thinking
carries into the curatorial approach. I’'m always considering how pieces
coexist, how they speak to one another, and how they are experienced
spatially. It’s less about individual objects and more about the dialogue
between them.

Your showroom’s name, K’ab Juun, is Mayan for hand and unique.
For you, what is the significance of handicraft work, especially in this
ever-more-industrial and automated world?

For me, handicraft represents something deeply human. It carries time,
intention, and presence in a way that industrial production simply cannot
replicate. In a world that is becoming increasingly automated, these
objects remind us of the value of the hand, of imperfection, of process, of
individuality. Each piece holds a kind of quiet memory of how it was made,
and of who made it. There’s also an ethical dimension to it. Supporting
handmade work means supporting communities, preserving knowledge
systems, and sustaining cultural continuity. It’s not nostalgic, it's essential.

What are some of your favorite pieces currently on view in the
showroom?

It's always difficult to choose, because every piece in the gallery is there for
a reason and carries its own story. That said, I'm particularly drawn to the
onyx collection Materia by Raul de la Cerda. The pieces have a striking
presence; they explore weight, translucency, and material in a way that

feels both sculptural and functional at the same time.

| also deeply love working with Caterina Moretti of Peca. There’s an
incredible level of precision in her work, and a profound respect for process
across all the materials she engages with: wood, clay, and textiles. In
particular, the Aurum collection holds a very special place for me. The
Aurum Cabinets and Aurum Boxes are prominently placed in the gallery,
and I’m constantly in awe of the meticulous gold leaf work she applies to
the wood. It’s both delicate and incredibly powerful.

And then there’s Ente. Their stone pieces have a quiet, grounded
presence. There’s a kind of restraint and honesty in the way they approach
material that | find very compelling. The pieces don’t try to do too much,
and that’s precisely what makes them so strong.

What’s your favorite thing to do in the summer in New York City?

| love simply walking the city in the summer; there’s an energy that feels
alive and spontaneous. Spending time along the West Side Highway or the
Hudson, going to galleries, having long lunches that turn into dinners...
there’s a kind of ease that New York rarely allows itself during the rest of
the year. | also love attending Shakespeare in the Park; it’s such a special
New York tradition. I’'m fascinated by the ritual of sitting for hours just to get
a ticket; it really speaks to what the city offers its residents for free, and how
people come together around culture in such a unique way. | also love
going on picnics in the park any day of the week, but especially when
there’s a concert by the New York Philharmonic at the Great Lawn in
Central Park, it creates such a magical, communal atmosphere. Another
favorite activity is walking back from Brooklyn to Manhattan across the
Brooklyn Bridge, especially in the summer light. Summer is when the city
feels the most open; there’s a sense of possibility everywhere.

Were there any specific qualities about the Meatpacking District that
drew you towards locating K’ab Juun here?

The Meatpacking District has a very interesting balance between history
and contemporaneity, which feels very aligned with what we’re doing at
K’ab Juun. There’s a strong design and cultural presence in the
neighborhood, but it also still has a certain rawness to it. It didn’t feel overly
polished or predictable, which was important to me. | also liked the idea of
placing Mexican design in a context where it could be part of a broader,
international conversation, surrounded by fashion, art, and architecture.

Who will you be rooting for this summer? How will you be
celebrating?

Mexico, always! And | imagine celebrating in a very informal way, gathering
friends, watching the games together, probably at the gallery at some
point. There’s something about the World Cup that creates an instant
sense of community, and | love that. It brings people together in a very
genuine, emotional way.

Beyond that, we’re especially excited about something we’re developing at
the gallery this summer. We were very interested in exploring the
intersection between art and the World Cup, thinking about how to bring
that energy into a cultural and design context. At first, it wasn’t entirely
clear how to approach it, but our incredible creative team at K’ab Juun had
the idea to reach out to Mario Cortés, also known as Cuemanche. Mario is
the artist behind the official illustrated posters representing Mexico in the
World Cup, a body of work that captures not just the sport, but a broader
visual identity tied to culture, movement, and national pride. His process is
deeply narrative-driven, blending illustration, symbolism, and a very
distinct graphic language that feels both contemporary and rooted. We had
the opportunity to speak with him about his creative process, and we’ll be
hosting an Instagram Live conversation with him during the summer. In
addition, we’ll be bringing his three World Cup posters, signed by him, for a
special presentation at the gallery, so people can experience them up
close. It felt like a very natural way to celebrate the World Cup for us, not
just as a sporting event, but as a cultural moment that can also be explored
through art and design.

K’ab Juun is located at 38 Little West 12th St.
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JEFFREY C. LEFRANCOIS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TIFFANY R. GRIFFIN, DIRECTOR OF MARKETING, EVENTS, + PARTNERSHIPS
EVAN SWEET, DIRECTOR OF NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING + OPERATIONS
JULIA BAILEY, EVENTS + PROGRAM MANAGER

KEVIN CAPUNO, OPERATIONS MANAGER

MELODY JIANG, MARKETING + OPERATIONS INTERN

SALMA DIAZ, MARKETING + OPERATIONS INTERN

ACE TEAM

Vance Lawson, Supervisor
Kevin Cromer, Assistant Supervisor Louis Robinson, Cleaner
Larry Sweeney, Associate Supervisor  Derek Jiminez, Cleaner
Leroy Fields, Special Projects Cleaner  Virginia Davis, Cleaner

William Griggs, Cleaner Silvia Rodriguez, Cleaner
Teressa Davis, Cleaner
Thierno Dabo, Cleaner

Richard Muir, Cleaner

MEATPACKING DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Jonathan Iger, Sage, President

Cliff Meilman, Meilman Family Real
Estate, First Vice Chair

Katie Scallon, Google, Second
Vice Chair

Thomas Nakios, Lilla P, Treasurer

Jared Epstein, Aurora Capital
Associates, Secretary

DIRECTORS

Michael Achenbaum, Gansevoort Steve Gonzalez, TF Cornerstone Paul Pariser, Taconic Investment
Hotel Group Jeffrey Jones, Little West 12th Street Partners

Leah Bassknight, Jamestown Realty Brad Pascarella, Community Board 4
Neil Bender, William Gottlieb Real Gary Kline, CECO Donna Raftery, Resident

Estate Cheryl Kupper, IAAC Stuart Romanoff, Romanoff Equities

Ivy Brown, vy Brown Gallery

Jane Carey, Whitney Museum
Sean Cunningham, Brass Monkey
Doug Eisenberg, Meatpacking, LLC

Joanne Kwong, Pearl River Mart Andrea Sacker, Resident
Dillon Norris, Related Companies Frederica Sigel, Community Board 2
Rachel Ostry, Greenway Mews Realty  Joe Tarver, The High Line

Kazumi Yanai, Fast Retailing (Theory)

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Office of the Mayor, Honorable Zohran Mamdani represented by Department of Small Business Services Commissioner,
Kenny Minaya

Office of the Comptroller, Honorable Mark Levine

Office of Manhattan Borough President, Honorable Brad Hoylman-Sigal

New York City Council, District 3

PHOTO CREDITS

BrakeThroughMedia Cherry Orchard Chelsea Market
WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO

ACE Programs for the Homeless Community Board 2 Re-ply

BerlinRosen Community Board 4
BrakeThrough Media Google

Bulfamante Landscaping Hudson River Park Trust
City One Maintenance Jaclyn McKay

Cherry Orchard Creative Jamestown

Sam Schwartz Engineers

Sean Sutherland

Street Plans

Theresa Rivera Design

Whitney Museum of American Art

THE MEATPACKING DISTRICT MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION IS A BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID) THAT SERVES
THE AREA’S BUSINESSES, RESIDENTS, AND VISITORS WITH A COMMON GOAL: TO PROGRAM, PROMOTE, AND CARE FOR
THE MEATPACKING DISTRICT. WE LOVE THIS COBBLESTONE CORNER OF MANHATTAN, AND IT’S AT ITS BEST WHEN
PEOPLE HERE THRIVE.

EMAIL: HELLO@MEATPACKING-DISTRICT.COM MEDIA INQUIRIES: MEATPACKING@BERLINROSEN.COM
TEL: 212-633-0185 HELLO@MEATPACKING-DISTRICT.COM MEATPACKING DISTRICT.COM @MEATPACKINGNY

MEATPACKING DISTRICT MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION

SUMMER IN
MEATPACKING

We asked artist Alania Caridad
Hinckson to envision what Summer

in Meatpacking looks like for our
first-ever comic! Hinckson is an
illustrator, designer, and writer from
Jackson Heights, New York. They
graduated from the Maryland Institute
College of Artin 2024 with a degree in
Illustration and have since exhibited
work in the Society of lllustrators
Student Scholarship Competition and
at Artscape, Baltimore’s largest
outdoor art event. Their debut picture
book, Oh, Pearl!, is an expansion of
their senior thesis and marks their
entry into children’s publishing. When
not drawing, Alania can be found
making lattes or performing concerts
for their cat, Yuki. They currently live in
New York.
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